ATTITUDE TOWARD KNOWLEDGE

COLOSSIANS 1:9-11
INTRODUCTION – If I asked you, “What is one of the most mentioned topics in the bible – what would your answer be? You might say salvation – 162; grace – 148; worship – 112; prayer 108; repentance – 58; redemption – 23 but you would be wrong – Wisdom – 277; knowledge – 164; understanding 155 – for a total of 596 times this topic is discussed in the pages of inspiration. With this information in mind we want to examine our attitude – today!
What is your attitude toward knowledge? You might that is a silly question because everyone knows knowledge is important. Many people highly values the knowledge we can receive from a formal education but those same people might reject the knowledge offered to them by God. 

Knowledge as defined in the scriptures means to come to know, to recognize, to perceive, to observe, to notice attentively, to discern.
TEXT - COL. 1:9-11 – Look at what Paul wrote to Christians about this important subject.

ATTITUDE TOWARD KNOWLEDGE-WISDOM-UNDERSTANDING – 
I. IS KNOWLEDGE REALLY IMPORTANT? Spiritual knowledge – If the answer is yes where does it come from?
A. PROV. 1:7 – The wise man says it comes from having the proper respect and reverence for the instructions of God.

B. PROV. 2:6 – God is the source of knowledge.

C. PROV. 12:1 – The wise man tells us how to obtain knowledge – we must love to be instructed and corrected if necessary.

D. PROV. 23:12 – Knowledge is very important but many want to attain it but are not willing to listen with the idea of obeying.

E. HOSEA 4:6 – What are the consequences of rejecting the knowledge of God?

F. EPH. 3:4 – The first step in attaining knowledge is reading God’s word.- how have you done this past year – How will you do in the new year?

G. 2 PET. 3:18 – We know knowledge is important because we are instructed to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by the apostle Peter.
II. UNDERSTANDING – 

A. PSA. 119:104 - How do we obtain understanding? From God’s precepts

B. PROV. 3:5 - Why do we have such problems then with understanding? Because we fail to trust God and we lean own our own understanding – we reject the wisdom from God.
C. PROV. 3:13 – Do you want to be happy? Then we must find wisdom and gain understanding

D. JOB 28:28 – If we understand God’s wisdom then we will try to depart from evil not get just as close as we can.

E. 1 COR. 14:20 – We must be striving to reach maturity in understanding.

F. JAMES 3:13 – Understanding is manifested in our conduct.

III. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF KNOWLEDGE? To attain wisdom and spiritual understanding and to be fruitful
A. COL. 1:9-11 – We must have knowledge, wisdom, and understanding to walk worthy of the Lord and please him by being fruitful in every good work. More than just knowing the books of the bible, the 12 apostles, the beatitudes etc. More than just facts because one day facts will begin to fade but hopefully our understanding of how to apply the principles in God’s word will never be diminished as we practice them thru out our lives.

B. PSA. 37:30-31- Wisdom and understanding are connected to our steps and our steps are connected to what is in our heart.

C. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus tells us how to determine if we are wise – “whoever hears these sayings of mine and does them will be like a wise man”
D. COL. 4:5 – Walk worthy - walk in wisdom – this is determined by our example which is determined by our choices and actions.

E. Some examples of those who exhibited knowledge-wisdom-understanding – 

a. LUKE 21:1-4 – Poor widow understood something all those who were rich did not – trust God.

b. MARK 14:3-9 – The woman with the alabaster flask of spikenard understood the importance of doing what you can for the Lord.

CONCLUSION – 

Are knowledge, wisdom and understanding important?

What is my attitude toward knowledge, wisdom and understanding?

What does my life manifest?

