ATTITUDE TOWARD MY BRETHREN
JOHN 13:34-35
INTRODUCTION – As Christians we work together in a local congregation. In order to do so with unity we must have the proper attitude toward one another. All the talent in the world cannot make up for the wrong type of attitudes being displayed.

If we possess the right type of attitude then our efforts to serve the Lord are enhanced and live up to their full potential. 

The purpose of this lesson is for us to examine the attitude we have toward each other and the work we do as a local church.

ATTITUDE TOWARD MY BRETHREN – 

I. LOVE – 
A. JN. 13:34-35 – Jesus teaches us the necessity of loving one another

B. 1 PET. 1:22-23 – Our love for one another should be fervent because we have been born again. If we truly love one another, how can we not work together.
C. JN. 13:6-17 – Jesus taught his disciple that humility and love are closely connected. This type of love includes a willingness to serve even in the most menial of tasks.

II. COOPERATION – 

A. 1 COR. 12:13-21 – We must work together as God intended. Cooperation  increases productivity.

B. EPH. 4:16 – Cooperate be willing to do your share.

III. APPRECIATION – 

A. 2 TIM. 4:11 – We need to appreciate what others are doing – Mark – I.E. – Ben and Ethan

B. 1 COR. 12:27-31 – We all have different work we can do but we must realize it is for the same purpose. We need to express appreciation for the work opthers are doing.
IV. SUBMISSION – 

A. EPH. 5:21 – We are to submit to one another.

B. HEB. 13:17 – We are to submit to those in positions of leadership – elders. I.E. – Old expression – “Too many chiefs not enough Indians.”

V. PEACE – 

A. ROM. 14:19 – Peace among brethren is something we must pursue

B. EPH. 4:1-3 – It is part of our walking worthy of our calling. 

C. MATT. 5:9 - The true children of God are those who are peacemakers

VI. HOSPITALITY – 

A. ROM. 12:13 – Hospitality is something we should practice as Christians.
B. 1 PET. 4:9 – Do so without grumbling. A factor in the rapid spread of the church in the first century was the hospitality extended by Christians

C. 3 JN. 5-8 – This hospitality was extended to brethren and strangers as well.
VII. COMPASSION – 

A. ACTS 2:44-47 – We see compassion expressed by those in the church at Jerusalem.
B. ACTS 11:27-30 – It continued with the saints in Antioch

VIII. GENTLENESS/MEEKNESS – 

A. GAL. 6:1 – This is especially needed when dealing with the spiritually weak.

B. 2 TIM. 2:24-26 – It is also needed in dealing with those who oppose us.

IX. FORGIVENESS – 

A. MATT. 18:21-22 – Note what Jesus teaches us about forgiveness. I.E. – do we give up on our own family members?

B. EPH. 4:32 – We must follow the example of Christ
X. LONGSUFFERING – 

A. EPH. 4:1-2 – We must walk with longsuffering toward one another.

B. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord again is our example in longsuffering. We should pattern our love for our brethren after God’s love for us.

CONCLUSION – 

What is your attitude toward your brethren?

Ideal attitudes make for ideal working conditions among the members of a local church.

If we have these attitudes we will be helping the cause of Christ.
