ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE

PHIL. 1:9-11 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Most people are satisfied to just be average.  They are not highly interested in the pursuit of excellence (do not wish to be to good of a student, employee, parent, husband etc); this especially seems to be the case in reference to spiritual matters.  Notice that Paul encouraged Timothy to begin to pursue excellence at an early age – 1 TIM. 4:12 – Let no one despise thy youth be a good example.  In the O.T. we can read of the example of Daniel and how he pursued excellence. – DAN. 5:14.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THE PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD EXCELLENCE?

1. EXCELLENT HEART – 

a. MATT. 22:37-38 – Is your religion heartfelt?  Do you love the Lord with all your heart?  Is your love for the Lord about average?

b. PSA. 19:7-14 – What is on your heart what does your heart meditate upon?

2. EXCELLENT MIND – 

a. PHIL. 2:2-7 – Do we have the mind of Christ?  Is it in us?  If so then we will strive for excellence!

b. MATT. 18:1-4 – If we are to have the proper attitude toward excellence then we must be humble in our service to God. – I.E. – Jesus washed the disciples feet – JN. 13
3. EXCELLENT TONGUE – 

a. EPH. 4:25, 29 – One who has the proper attitude toward excellence will only speak the truth and will not allow corrupt communication to proceed out of their mouth.

b. 1 PET. 3:15 – The excellent tongue is always ready to give an answer to every man of the hope that lies within.

4. EXCELLENT EYES – 

a. JAMES 1:25 – Those who have the proper attitude toward pursuing excellence have eyes that look into the perfect law of liberty.

b. EPH. 5:15 – Excellent eyes notice how we are walking everyday.

5. EXCELLENT EARS – 

a. MATT. 7:24-29 – The person who has the right attitude toward hearing the sayings of God and doing them is indeed wise.  The only way for us to excel in this life is to hear the words of Jesus and do them!   If we reject what he says we do so because we have the wrong type of attitude.

b. MATT. 17:5 – God tells us to hear his Son.  Do we truly hear Jesus or do we have selective hearing?

6. EXCELLENT HANDS – 

a. EPH. 4:28 – How do we have excellent hands? Two ways the first by engaging in physical labor with our hands – why? – so we can have to give to others and secondly we must be able to do spiritual work.

b. MATT. 9:36-38 – Do we have the proper attitude toward laboring in the harvest of the Lord?  Are we like the son in MATT. 21:28 who said he would go to work but did not?  He did not go because he had the wrong attitude toward working for his father.

7. EXCELLENT FEET – 

a. 1 PET. 2:21 – Do our feet try to follow the footsteps of the savior?  We will not follow in his footstep if we do not have the right attitude toward pursuing excellence.

b. 2 COR. 5:7 – Excellent feet walk by faith! Are you walking by faith or do your own selfish interests guide your walk?.

8. EXCELLENT BODY – 

a. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – We must understand that we are to glorify Christ thru our body because a tremendous price was paid for it.

b. ROM. 12:1-2 – We are to present our body a living sacrifice – how do we do that?  By not being conformed to this world but by being transformed by the renewing of our mind.

CONCLUSION – What is your attitude toward excellence?  Is this really important?  Yes, if you have the excellent goal of reaching heaven – 1 PET. 1:3-9 – We want to receive the end of our faith – salvation!  What if you are not saved and do not have heaven as a goal – that can change today – HEB. 5:8-9 – Christ is the most excellent author of salvation to all those who obey him.

Christ is an excellent master and the Bible, which is the word of God, is the most excellent book.  Being a Christian is the most excellent life we can live being a part of Christ  and his excellent body the church.

