BIBLE - HEAVEN

JOHN 14:1-6 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The Bible clearly asserts there is a place called heaven.  I’m sure if we posed the question all would want to go to heaven. Do we fully understand what heaven means to the Christian?  That will be the emphasis of our lesson today.

THE HEAVEN SPOKEN OF IN THE BIBLE MEANS:

1. VICTORY – Over Satan, over the enemies of righteousness and ultimately over sin and death!

A. 1 COR. 15:20-26 – Victory over death - But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death.
B. 1 COR. 15:54-58 - So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  O Death, where is your sting?  O Hades, where is your victory?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  Do not let anything pull you away from Jesus Christ so you can have victory – I.E. – Coaching guaranteed victory

C. 1 PET. 1:3-7 - Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  Do not quit, do not give up, even in the face of trials be faithful

D. MATT. 5:12 - Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Nothing can outweigh the reward God has for his children in heaven – great is the reward
2. BEAUTY – The beauty of heaven is unsurpassed.  Think of the description God gives us of heaven in Revelation.  John by inspiration uses language to express to us what a beautiful experience heaven will be.  This experience will not diminish through out eternity (usually we tend to get bored with things after a while but this will not be so in heaven.)

A. REV. 21:22-25 - But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there).
B. PROV. 31:30 – Heaven is a place of incorruptible beauty – the kind that never fades unlike what the writer of Proverbs describes - Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, But a woman who fears the LORD, she shall be praised. I.E. – The rose blooms and then it fades.
3. HOME – Heaven means home not bricks, mortar, lumber and sheetrock.  Home means family, being with those you love the most. When one is homesick it is not for a house but for the people who live there – the loved ones he holds dear.

A. JN. 14:2-3 – Jesus is preparing a place for us and we will not truly be home until we are with the one we love above all others. In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.
B. 1 THESS. 4:16-18 – What a great joy it will be to always be with the Lord.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 
4. REST – Heaven means rest from the cares of this world.

A. HEB. 4:8-11 – For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience. 

B. REV. 14:11-13 – Rest from our labors – We sing a song we’ll work till Jesus comes – We might have it tough here on earth but notice the justice of God for eternity - And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name." 12 Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.' " "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them." 

C. 2 THESS. 1:6-9 – Rest from persecutions, the Lord will give us rest from the troubles of this life - since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
5. JOY – Heaven means joy continuously.  There is joy on earth but it is often mixed with sorrow. 

A. 2 COR. 6:10 – Paul describes his life here on earth - as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things. 

B. 2 COR. 7:5 - For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were fears.
C. REV. 21:4 – All things that bring sadness in our earthly lives will be absent in heaven And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.  We sing the song Beyond this Land of Parting
6. HOLINESS – Heaven means holiness.  Quality of life on earth is measured by certain standards.  The crime rate is zero in heaven.  The sin rate is zero.  Sin mars our happiness on earth but this will not be so in heaven.

A. 2 PET. 3:13 - Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

B. REV. 21:27 - But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb's Book of Life. 

7. ETERNITY – Heaven means eternity.

A. REV. 2:7 - He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.
B. REV. 22:13 – Everyone is not going there. Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 
CONCLUSION – Hopefully studying about what heaven means creates a desire within us to go to that prepared place.  It is a prepared place but it is only for a prepared people.  Are you prepared?

When you get discouraged and think about quitting think about heaven!!!

