ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LORD’S SIDE

EXODUS 32:26 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION  - In this series of lessons we have discussed the various dispositions a Christian should have toward various subjects that influence his life.  We have already studied the attitude we should have toward the word of God, toward our self, and the attitude we should have toward the savior.  If we say we have the proper attitude in all these areas then we are simply stating that we will do what the Lord tells us to do thru his word and by so doing we declare that we are on the Lord’s side.

Let’s notice the words of Moses in EX. 32:26 – What does it mean to be on someone’s side?  Those who were on the side of God had no part in the idolatrous worship or else if they did they quickly repented. 

Definition of side – “the attitude or activity of one person or group with respect to another; I.E – ones side of an argument, think of a political contest, or think of an athletic contest – FWB vs. Choctaw.  It seems like human nature to take a side, but it is really a matter of choice we can be either pro or con or neutral on a subject of a temporal nature, but in matters of religion we are for God – on his side or against him.  JOSH. 24:15
The church at Corinth took sides other than the Lord’s side – 1 COR. 1:10-13, 1 COR. 3:1-4 – The cause of many problems in the church has been when men take the side of other men rather than be on the side of God!

God has clearly revealed his side for us in his word so we cannot plead ignorance – 2 TIM. 3:15-17.

ATTITUDE TOWARD THE LORD’S SIDE:

I. THE LORD HAS A SIDE – 

A. MATT. 28:18-20 – I must acknowledge that the Lord has all authority and in order to be on his side I must be willing to submit to his will and obey his commands – the things he has taught.

B. COL. 3:17 – If we are on his side whatever we do will be with his authority.

C. MATT. 7:21-23 – Being on the Lord’s side is not made evident just because we have heard the Lord and what he teaches, but by doing what he teaches us.

D. 1 JN. 5:3 – The way we prove we love God and that we are on his side is by keeping his commandments.

II. WE MUST DECLARE WE ARE ON HIS SIDE – 

A. MATT. 12:30 - - There is no neutral territory in respect to being for or against the Lord.

B. MATT. 6:24 – We must make a choice – God or mammon.   We cannot please God trying to straddle the fence.

C. 1 KINGS 18:21 – We cannot halt between two opinions, we must choose!

D. ROM. 12:1-2 – Those who state they are on the Lord’s side must live a life that is separate and distinct from the world.

E. TITUS 2:14 – We must be a peculiar people.

III. WHAT IS INVOLVED IN BEING ON THE LORD’S SIDE?
A. MATT. 17:5 – We hear him, our allegiance is to Christ.  Whatever he tells us to do we will do – I.E. – Baptism – GAL. 3:26-27
B. 1 PET. 3:15 – That we will support his cause and defend his truth

C. PHIL. 1:17 Like Paul we need to be set for the defense of the gospel.  Are we set for the defense or is it that we are sitting on the fence?

D. JUDE 3 – Earnestly contend for the faith.

E. ACTS 2:42 – Love the church and bear the weight of support with our prayer, work, contribution, and attendance. – I.E. – Gospel Meeting – Are you on the Lord’s side?  Will your attendance and support prove that you are?

F. EPH. 4:16 – If you are on the Lord’s side then you must cooperate with others on his side and do your part – no one else can do your part – only you!

CONCLUSION – We might well ask, what may one expect from being on the Lord’s side?  We may expect unpopularity even persecution – 2 TIM. 3:12, but even in the face of persecution we will experience joy, satisfaction and inward peace – MARK 10:29-30.  The most gratifying reward for being on the Lord’s side will be to receive eternal life. 1 JN. 2:25. The judgment scene - MATT. 25 – depicts two sides the ones on the right and the ones on the left or those on the Lord’s side and those not.

Whose side are you on?  I.E. – Paul – 2 TIM. 4:7-8 – Crown of righteousness awaits those on the Lord’s side

