ARE YOU A DISCIPLE?
ACTS 1:15

INTRODUCTION – ACTS 1:15 – the scripture makes it clear that Peter was standing in the midst of the disciples. Who are these people?  Exactly what does being a disciple mean? Vine’s defines disciple as one who is a learner, a disciple was not only a pupil but an adherent (one who follows one’s teaching) so they are spoken of as imitators of their teacher.
As the definition indicates the disciple is not above his teacher but rather submits to them.  Who is our teacher today?   MATT. 17:5 – Jesus is the one we need to hear.  

The purpose of our study today is to understand what is involved in being a disciple.

BEING A DISCIPLE INVOLVES:

I. SACRIFICE – 

A. LUKE 14:33 – If we desire to be a disciple of Jesus we must be willing to forsake all to follow him.  What have you sacrificed lately so you can prove your loyalty as a disciple of the Lord.

B. LUKE 14:26 – A disciple must put his Lord before his family.  If we love our family more than we love the Lord then we cannot be his disciple.  This involves us denying self.

C. MATT. 16:24 – Note what Jesus taught his disciples.  If anyone desires to come after me they must deny self.
D. GAL. 2:20 - Notice how Paul describes this change from living for self to living for Christ.

E. MATT. 4:18-22 – Look at the sacrifices made by his apostles to follow him.  Things we could be called on to sacrifice – Family, friends, social status, economic stability, jobs.   Those who followed Jesus sacrificed all these things.

II. ABIDING IN THE WORD – 

A. JN. 8:31-32 – If we desire to be a disciple then we must abide in his word as that is where we find his teachings-doctrine.

B. JN. 15:4-8 – To abide in the word is to abide in Christ.  When we follow the instructions of abiding in the word then we will automatically begin to bear the fruit that is necessary in the life of a disciple.  We prove our discipleship by our fruit.   Are you bearing fruit?   It is the identification mark of a disciple.  
C. ACTS 6:7 – When the word we are to abide in as disciples is spread then the number of disciples will multiply just as it did in the church during the first century.

D. 2 TIM. 2:2- If we claim to be his disciples when is the last time we tried to teach someone else the truth.

E. ACTS 11:26 – We are trying to convince others to be disciples and if they do so they will be a Christian and a Christian only.   If we follow Christ then we must desire for others to follow him also. In order to be a Christian you must by the very definition of the word be a disciple.
III. LOVING ONE ANOTHER – 

A. JN. 13:34-35 – How do others recognize us as disciples of Christ. We must have the proper love for one another.

B. JN. 15:12-17 – We prove that we are disciples by our love for one another and our love for Christ.   How do we prove we are the friend of Jesus? By following his commandments.

C. 1 JN. 3:16-18 – A disciple loves and expresses that love by action.  Disciples love in deed and truth not just in word or tongue. We must practice what we preach.

D. 1 JN. 4:20-21 – If we are not able to express the proper love for our brother whom we can see then we do not love God whom we have not seen.    

E. 1 PET. 3:8 – We must be able to express compassion for others.
CONCLUSION – 

Being a disciple involves sacrifice, abiding in the word and love for others.

Are you a disciple?

Jesus invites you to become one today!!!

MATT. 11:28-30 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light." 

