ARE YOU A FRIEND OF GOD?
JAMES 2:19-24 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Friendships are important to us in this world.  We enjoy having someone on whom we can depend, someone we can trust and someone who cares for us.  Friendships are something we deeply treasure.  Our study today is not about the friendships we might establish as we travel thru this life.  Our study today involves the souls searching question, “Are you a friend of God?”

JAMES 2:19-24 - You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe--and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 

ARE YOU A FRIEND OF GOD?
I. TRUST – FAITH – WORKS – 
A. JAMES 4:4 – Our trust must be in God not in the world.  We have to make this choice.

B. 1 TIM. 6:17-18 – Our tendency is to trust in riches, but riches are uncertain and God is not.  We can depend on him.
C. HEB. 11:8-10 – Abraham placed his trust completely in God and we should do the same if we want to be the friend of God.

D. MATT. 26:47-50 – In Judas we have a negative example of friendship. Judas no longer trusted in the Lord but had placed his trust in riches – 30 pieces of silver.
E. HEB. 11:17-19 – We must also do the works of Abraham if we are to be the friend of God.  Do we pass the test?  Are we the friend of God when it comes to trust, faith and works?
F. 1 TIM. 4:10 – We need to be like Paul.  Even if we suffer persecution and reproach we must keep our trust in God.

II. CARE – CONCERN – OTHERS
A. MATT. 7:12 - The golden rule principle – do unto others as you would want them to do to you.

B. 1 COR. 12:25-27 – We must have care and concern for each other.

C. 2 COR. 11:28 – Paul was concerned about the churches and the spiritual well being of those Christians.

D. MATT. 13:22 – Do we let the cares of this world choke out the word in our lives?

E. 1 PET. 5:7 – We need to cast our cares and concerns on the Lord.
F. JN. 19:25-27 - Even on the cross Jesus was caring for others.

G. LUKE 23:34 – Jesus also said, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do”

III. LOVE – GOD – OTHERS – SELF
A. MATT. 22:36-40 – We are commanded to love God, our neighbor and self.

B. 1 JN. 4:19-21 – If we love God then we must love our brother.  If we do not love our brother then we cannot claim to be a friend of God.

C. 1 JN. 5:2-3 – We express our love for God by keeping his commandments.

D. JN. 15:13-15 – If we are to be the friend of Jesus we must obey him w/o exception.

E. MATT. 7:21 – Not everyone who calls Jesus Lord will enter into the kingdom.   We can say Jesus is our friend but how do we express our friendship which we enjoy in the Lord?
F. LUKE 6:46 – Why call me Lord. Lord and not do the things which I say?  I.E. – Many today say Jesus is their friend but they refuse to be baptized for the remission of their sins?  

CONCLUSION – 

Are you a friend of God?

Friends listen when other friends are talking – listen to Jesus – hear him

