ARE YOU FAITHFUL?

MICAH 7:1-6

INTRODUCTION – READ – TEXT - The prophet Micah gives a vivid description of Judah during the timeframe of about 700 BC. You can see from his description that it was extremely difficult to find an honest, upright, dependable, trustworthy person in that day and time.

If we take an honest look at our society today things have not taken a turn for the better. Honesty, dependability, faithfulness are extremely rare virtues in our country today. People make promises with no intention of keeping them and this cause us to view people with skepticism. 

This is an issue that we as children of God should seriously consider. The purpose of this lesson is to look at what the Bible says about this subject and then to honestly evaluate where we stand and see if God is pleased with how we are doing in this area.
ARE YOU FAITHFUL?

I. GOD IS FAITHFUL – 

A. DEUT. 7:9 – God will keep his covenant (agreement) and extend mercy to those who obey him.

B. PSA. 12:1-7 – The psalmist gives us a contrast between the faithfulness of God and man. God is to be praised because he can be completely trusted – he will do what he says!

C. LAM. 3:23 – The prophet Jeremiah speaking of God says, “Great is your faithfulness.” One thing we can appreciate about God is that he is dependable, trustworthy, honest, and upright.

D. 1 THESS. 5:23-24 – When it comes to our sanctification we do not have to worry about God doing his part.

E. 2 THESS. 3:1-3 – As Paul went out among wicked and unreasonable men he always knew he could count on the Lord – He would always do his part – protection, deliverance etc.
F. 2 TIM. 2:13 – Even if we lose our faith God remains faithful.

G. 2 TIM. 4:16-17 – Even when Paul’s friends were not reliable, God was! Again Paul is making the point clear to Timothy that you can depend on God; you can count on him and do not have to worry if he means what he says. If God says it he is faithful to bring it to pass.

II. WHAT DO YOU EXEMPLIFY? Do you set the example of one who is faithful?
A. PROV. 11:13 – Can you be trusted with confidential information? Have you ever confided in someone just to have them go out and blab it to everyone else? You trusted them and they betrayed your trust.

B. PROV. 13:17, 25:13 – In those days and times kings and other in positions of authority greatly relied on messengers for communication with others. So they would send out messengers who could be trusted to go where they were instructed to go and would not under any circumstances change the message. If a messenger was unreliable the results could be chaos and turmoil.
C. 2 TIM. 2:2 – Think about the spiritual application for us today. What message have we been entrusted with? Can God depend on us to deliver this message? Are we a faithful messenger?

D. ECCL. 5:1-6 – This passage is speaking of O.T. vows but the principle still applies. Do we keep our word? We confessed and professed our faith in Christ. Are we keeping our vow or offering excuses that anger God?
III. PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN BEING FAITHFUL – 

A. MATT. 25:20-30 – What did the Lord say to the 5-2 talent servants? Well done, you have been faithful over a few things and I will make you ruler over many things. What about the one talent man? He was described as wicked and lazy. What do we learn from this one talent man? That hard work is involved in faithfulness. 

B. COL. 3:23 – “Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not men.” Have you ever heard someone say about someone, they do a good job in what ever task they are assigned, and in everything they do. That is high praise.

C. 1 TIM. 3:4-5 – How we handle something on a small scale is a good indicator of how faithful we will be on something on a larger scale. No matter how simple a work we are given to do we need to be faithful in getting it done. – I.E. – Cleaning the building, cutting the grass, preparing the Lord’s Supper, making announcements, or leading singing – be faithful and do it to the best of your ability.
D. Examples of reliable – dependable- people in the Bible –

a. GEN. 39:4, 6, 8-9 – Joseph as a faithful overseer of Potiphar’s household.

b. DAN. 6:1-4 – Why was Daniel selected by King Darius to serve him? 

c. PHIL. 2:19-22 – Why did Paul hold Timothy in such high esteem?

CONCLUSION – 

Can other people depend on you? 


To keep a matter confidential

            To keep your word – to fulfill your promises


To do a good job with whatever is asked


To be on time

Can God depend on you?


To faithfully attend services

To faithfully deliver his saving message


To faithfully encourage your brethren


To do his will in all aspects of my life

You can count on God! He offers forgiveness and salvation.

If you have been unfaithful the repent and make confession to God - “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us all our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness – 1 JN. 1:9
