DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – CRIPPLED FAMILIES
INTRODUCTION – If you were to examine the problems we face as a society and a nation how many could be traced back to the breakdown of the family in America. Today we hear the family spoken of as dysfunctional. A dysfunction is a “disordered or impaired functioning of a bodily system or organ and in the same manner as the human body the dysfunctional family has one or more systems that are not working properly. As a result the family is impaired, handicapped or crippled by one or more problems that keep it from functioning as God intended and providing the benefits it was intended to bring to its members.

Crippled families are not just those that are completely dysfunctional but are those which have even a single system that is impaired. What does it say about the times we live in when we encounter an “ordinary” family (one that is simply functioning as God intended for families to function) and the experience is so refreshing to us?
The purpose of this lesson is not to investigate all the problems families face but rather to look at the crippling of families as a tactic the devil uses to undermine the Lord’s church – 1 PET. 5:8
DANGEROUS TRENDS – HOW THE DEVIL IS HURTING US – 

I. SOME OF OUR FAMILY RELATED PROBLEMS – HUSBAND –WIFE RELATIONSHIP
A. PROV. 2:16-19 – The problem of marital infidelity. Is there any problem that is more heartbreaking among the Lord’s people today than the frequency of sexual unfaithfulness to the marriage vow?
B. MAL. 2:13-14 – Did we not mean what we said when we vowed to our mates that they could trust us? The problem is often a lack of commitment.
C. ECCL. 5:4-5 – If you made a vow then keep it – there are a hosts of problems related to the prevalence of divorce and remarriage itself. There is divisiveness over what the Bible teaches in regard to divorce and remarriage. 
a. It is widespread – almost every family and every congregation has been touched by this issue.
b. It is emotionally sensitive. This is not  a subject that many people can discuss calmly and reasonably.
c. It is complex as some of the marriage problems people can get them selves tangled up in are hard to unravel.
d. It is difficult in regard to fellowship – evangelism.
II. PARENT – CHILD RELATIONSHIP
A. PROV. 22:6 – Obviously the wise man thinks we are capable of training up our child in the proper way (the way he should go). We have lost confidence in our ability to train our children so we have turned to so called childrearing experts. If you think about it childrearing is an ordinary thing and people have been doing it for thousands of years before theses so called experts came along. It is high time we regained our confidence in the accumulated wisdom passed down by parents and grandparents along with the scriptures and began to implement a plan.
B. DEUT. 6:6-9 – Home is the primary place where children are to learn. The home is the primary place where the Bible is to be taught. It is in the home that we practice real life situations and relationships. The home is where we practice the truths we have learned.
C. EPH. 6:1-4 – Children must learn the importance of obedience and the importance of honor. Fathers are the ones whom God will hold responsible if this training does not take place.
D. MATT. 5:23-24 – We are only fooling ourselves if we think we can fail to relate to one another in the family and still be pleasing to God. We must make things right with each other so we can maintain a healthy relationship with the Lord.

E. Are we raising a generation of people who will be incapable of commitment in any way because they have never seen it exhibited in the homes in which they were raised?

III. HOW ARE WE BEING HINDERED CONGREGATIONALLY?
A. TITUS 2:10 – Paul instructs Titus he is obligated to “adorn the doctrine of God’ In our life and by our conduct in all our various relationships does our faith make a positive difference in the quality of our lives that can easily be seen by others? If we are failing in our effort to build good homes then can we expect the world to take our message of evangelism seriously?

B. MATT. 5:13-16 – How brightly is our light shining in regard to our family?

C. PROV. 22:1 – God has given us a good name…what are we doing with it? The world is watching!
IV. THE SINGLE THING THAT WOULD HELP OUR FAMILIES MOST – 

A. EPH. 5:23-25 - If we had husbands and fathers who would actually lead their families. There is no greater problem among the Lord’s people than the widespread failure of us men to assume our God given role as the spiritual leader of the family. Many problems are traceable to a lack of leadership in the home. The father has the responsibility to create a positive image of God in the minds of his children.

B. JOHN 1:18 – Jesus Christ makes God known to us and as fathers we must make him known to our children. The reason we study about God with our children is to make him known to them. To exemplify to them the importance of loving and obeying him.
C. JOHN 17:3 - If we fail as fathers to teach our children about God and Jesus then they will not know about eternal life.
D. PROV. 11:29 – What are the consequences if we as men do not take the leading role given to us by God? We will reap or inherit the wind. What we must understand is that professional success does not guarantee success at home nor can it compensate for a man’s failure with his family. A good starting point is for us to spend more time with our family. The quality time argument is a cop-out. Love is spelled time.

E. PROV. 20:7 – The walk of the godly man effects the blessings received by his children.
F. EPH.5:25 – There is no command given by God that helps our families more spiritually speaking than when a husband loves his wife and there is no worse hindrance to the cause of Christ than when we do not obey it.

CONCLUSION – 

As a society we have sown to the wind in regard to our families and home. (So we will reap the whirlwind).

What about our own homes? Dysfunctional perhaps?

Do not despair. We cannot change the past but we can resolve to take positive steps in the future that will make a difference.

The devil is in an all out war to destroy the family, because he knows it will hinder us spiritually. He wants you to give up on your family.

We must learn from our mistakes and use the experience we have gained to help others avoid these problems.

