DANGEROUS TRENDS IN THE CHURCH – MATERIALISM
MATTHEW 19:16-22
INTRODUCTION – We want to begin a series of lessons and examine some things the devil uses to hurt us – 1 PET. 5:8 – To look at the various weapons the devil has available to use against us. Of the weapons he has at his disposal nothing does more extensive damage than materialism.

READ TEXT – Materialism is not always something we know how to define but we certainly recognize it when we see it. This young man turned away from following God because of materialism. It could be defines as the wrong attitude about money and the material things it can buy – MATT. 6:24 – We often have spiritual problems because we try to serve two masters. 

THINGS THE DEVIL USES TO HURT US - MATERIALISM

I. CLARIFYING THE PROBLEM – 

A. There is no inherent virtue or spiritual value in being poor.

a. The poor maybe wicked and materialistic.

b. Being spiritually minded does not necessarily equate with taking a vow of poverty even though we may be called on to make great sacrifices at certain times.

B. No inherent virtue or spiritual value in being wealthy

a. JOB 34:19 – The rich enjoy no special advantage or relationship with God.

b. PSA. 73:2 – Riches are not necessarily a token of God’s favor.

C. The problem of materialism – Discontent

a. HEB. 13:5 – We have a problem being content with what we have and so we look to the things we do not have and long for them.

b. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – Can we be content?

c. 1 KINGS 21:1-5 – Example of King Ahab who desired Naboth’s vineyard.
d. LUKE 12:15 – Materialism is closely associated with the bible term covetous which Jesus warns us about.

II. THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS – 

A. EPH. 5:3-5 – Covetousness appears in context with sins w would consider as very serious in nature. It is equated with idolatry.

B. 1 COR. 6:9-10 –Note what Paul writes to the brethren at Corinth to let them know that covetousness could keep them out of heaven. Yet, sometimes today we dismiss the idea of covetousness in our lives.

C. 1 COR. 5:11 – Covetousness is grounds for withdrawal but have you ever seen it done. Have you ever seen anyone confess that they have a problem with covetousness?

III. OUR MATERIAL ADDICTION – But it is an addiction that is not frowned upon by our society rather it is applauded.
A. ECCL. 5:10 – Money and the things it can buy will never be truly satisfying…we will always desire more. If it was satisfying then after obtaining these material possessions we would be satisfied. The truth is, it is not having the money and the things we obtain that we get this type of high from but rather it is the acquiring of them. As we stated earlier materialism is not just a problem limited to the wealthy.

B. A person’s standard of living whether I is high or low is not always an indicator of whether he is materialistic. I.E. – The fact that Sam Walton drove around in an old pickup truck does not guarantee he was not materialistic – he may just have been too tight to buy one – Maybe he just preferred to invest his fortune on other areas rather than vehicles.

C. Problem of consumer debt – Many are living way beyond their means because they lack the self discipline needed to exercise constraint and to say no. So undisciplined spending becomes a habit.
D. MATT. 6:8 – We must learn to distinguish between our wants and our needs. It is ironic that we live in a society today that enjoys the highest standard of living and yet has the highest incidence of worry, anxiety and neurosis. I.E. – I never heard my grandmother say she was stressed out and she had very little of this world’s goods.

E. ECCL. 5:12 – Peace of mind would possibly be greater if we had less.

IV. DANGERS OF WEALTH – How do we confront the dangers of wealth?
A. 1 TIM. 6:9-10 – Wealth does present particular difficulties that others do not face.
B. PHIL. 4:11-13 – Everyone acknowledges the problem of being hungry, but when is the last time you heard someone acknowledge the problem of being full. Paul had learned how to abound….have we?

C. PROV. 30:8-9 – It is OK to be in the middle – the pint is we must learn to be content wherever we are – hi-lo-middle

D. PROV. 11:28 – Problems with riches begin when we start to place our trust in them.

E. 1 TIM. 6:17-19 – Paul warned Timothy to sound the warning about misplacing out trust.

F. LUKE 12:13-21 – We need to desire to be rich toward God.

G. LUKE 16:19-26 – The story of the rich man and Lazarus. If we actually had the choice which one would we choose to be in this life the rich man or Lazarus?

H. MATT. 6:21- Where is your heart? 

I. REV. 3:17 – We can be completely out of touch with the damage that affluence imposes upon us. Sometimes it is difficult for us to see the truth as we examine our true spiritual condition.
V. HOW THE PURSUIT OF WEALTH HURTS OUR CHARACTER – 

A. JN. 12:4-6 – The example of Judas and how covetousness became a problem for him.

B. ACTS 20:32-35 – Paul did not allow it to be a problem for him and as a result of his integrity and being spiritually minded.

C. COL. 3:5 – We can follow the example of Paul by heeding his teachings and putting covetousness to death.

D. PROV. 1:8, 4:1-13 – Wealth presents problems with our time.. Husbands and fathers are expending them selves so completely in their careers that leadership in the home is practically nonexistent. Both fathers and mothers are so busy in moneymaking that they leave very little time for the building of godly families. Are we more devoted to our job or our career.? What kind of example are we setting for our children? What type of values are we teaching them?
E. MARK 12:43-44 – In many places the Lord’s Day contribution is not nearly what it ought to be. Many of us are making far more than we ever dreamed we would and the contribution looks good when compared to the past, but how does it look to the Lord. Is there any sacrifice in our giving or is ti just our leftovers – Do we give God the first fruits or the last?

CONCLUSION – 

There is more to life than material things.

It is urgent we learn to be content.

It is vital that we lay up treasures in heaven – MATT. 6:19-21
