HOW TO DIE GRACFULLY
PSALM 39:4-5

INTRODUCTION – Many people do not desire to face the reality of death, but it will come to us all. David says our life is but a vapor – PSA. 39:4-5. It is certain that we will all die, but how do we face death. Just as it is with everything else we encounter in life we must have the proper attitude toward death. The purpose of this lesson is to cause us to take pause and give careful consideration to the subject of how to die gracefully.

HOW TO PREPARE FOR DEATH – 

I. YOU MUST HAVE THE RIGHT ATTITUDE TOWARD DEATH – Do you have the proper attitude toward death?
A. ECCL. 12:7 – You are not really dying you are just returning to your creator.

B. JOHN 8:51 – We do not really die if we keep the words given to us by Jesus.

C. JOHN 11:25-26 – Jesus explains how even though we will die physically we can live on eternally

D. 2 TIM. 1:10 – Jesus has abolished death for those who obey the gospel
E. REV. 1:18 – We will have life just like Jesus.
F. ECCL. 7:1- It is in that sense that the day of our death is better than the day of our birth.

G. PSA. 116:15 – As a child of God our death is precious in the sight of the Lord.

H. EZK. 33:11 – We can choose to live.

I. PHIL. 1:21 – The proper attitude toward death exemplified by Paul is that death is actually gain

J. 1 COR. 15:50-57 – We can enjoy victory it is not a loss to a Christian. 

II. TRUST IN THE LORD UNTIL THE END – 

A. ROM. 8:35-37 – Nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus. He will never abandon you.

B. ISA. 46:3-4 - The Lord will carry you until the end. 
C. PSA. 23:4 – Listen to David – “Yea, though I walk  through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me, your rod and your staff they comfort me.”
D. PHIL. 1:6 – He is not through working on me until I am gone.

III. ACCEPT GOD’S WILL – 

A. 2 KINGS 20:1-6 – Hezekiah was given 15 more years.

B. PHIL. 2:27 – Epaphroditus was sick almost to death, but God had mercy on him.

C. MATT. 26:39 – Even Jesus prayed asking that the “cup” pass from him.

IV. BE CONTENT – 

A. PHIL. 4:11-13 – Paul learned to be content in whatever state he found himself to be in whether abounding or abased.

B. HEB. 13:5-6 - Do not feel sorry for your self. The Lord is your helper!

V. EXAMPLE – 

A. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – In spite of our infirmities we must be an example of the power of the Lord to help us thru any situation.
B. PHIL. 1:19-20 – We can not only magnify Christ in our life but also in our death.

VI. FORGIVE – 

A. MATT. 5:23-24, 6:14-15 - Make things right with anyone you have wronged. Put aside any grudges or feelings of bitterness.

B. EPH. 4:32 – You have been forgiven so be willing to forgive others.

VII. ENCOURAGE OTHERS – 

A. 1 TIM. 6:12 – Paul encouraged Timothy to fight the good fight and lay hold on eternal life. 
B. 2 TIM. 4:7-8 – Paul encourages Timothy to obtain that crown of righteousness.

C. JOSH. 23:1-6 – Example of Joshua encouraging the children of Israel to be faithful to God and obey his instructions.

CONCLUSION – 

We will all die one day if the Lord does not return first.

Will we be prepared for our day of death?

When death comes will we be able to say with Paul, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race. I have kept the faith?”

