PROPHECIES – 3 - THE CHARACTER OF JESUS 
JOHN 5:39
INTRODUCTION – Today we are continuing to a series of lesson on prophecies contained in the bible that affirm Jesus Christ is the son of God. What does it mean to prophesy? Prophet – defined as one who speaks forth, a proclaimer of a divine message, he is the one who speaks from inspiration.
How do we determine who a true prophet is today since some still claim to speak for God? DEUT. 18:21-22 

TEXT – JN. 5:39

The purpose of our lesson today is to look to the scriptures and notice the prophecy and its fulfillment in regard to the character of Jesus.

The fulfillment of prophecy makes it clear to us that God has given us evidence of the truthfulness of his promises. 

Let’s look at some in our study today!
THE CHARACTER OF JESUS – What does the Bible teach us?

I. MEEKNESS – 

A. ISA. 53:7 – He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter. Jesus did not resist those who took him to be tried and crucified.

B. ZECH. 9:9 – He is meek and lowly riding upon a donkey.

C. MATT. 21:4-5 – Jesus did come as a King but with meekness, not with pomp and splendor reserved for royalty.

D. EPH. 4:1-3 – What do we need as part of our character? Gentleness and meekness so we can endeavor to maintain unity.

E. COL. 3:12 – It is something we must put on as children of God it is not an option we can choose to ignore.

F. 1 PET. 3:15 – We must always be ready to give an answer with meekness.

G. MATT. 5:5 – Blessed are the meek!

II. MERCY – 

A. DAN. 9:9 – To the Lord belongs mercy and forgiveness.

B. LAM. 3:22 – It is only because the Lord is compassionate that we are not consumed.

C. EPH. 2:4-5 – Prophecies about mercy are fulfilled in Christ.

D. TITUS 3:3-7 – According to his mercy he saved us – without it we are eternally lost in our sins!

E. 1 PET. 1:3 – According to his abundant mercy we have hope through the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

F. JAMES 2:13 – Mercy is a quality that we also must possess as children of God. Since we desire the mercy of God we need to be willing to extend mercy to others.

III. SELF DENIAL – 

A. ISA. 53:12 – Isaiah prophesied that the Messiah would pour out his soul unto death.

B. LUKE 17:33 – Jesus teaches the principle of self denial and sacrifice.

C. MARK 10:45 – Jesus then followed the principle which he taught by giving his life as a ransom for many. 

D. PHIL. 2:5-11 – Look at the sacrifice and self denial that Jesus exemplified by making himself of no reputation and coming to earth in the image of man.

E. 2 COR. 8:9 – Jesus was enjoying all the riches of heaven and yet he became poor for our sake.

F. ROM. 12:1-2 – Paul reminds us we need to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God.

G. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – If we do not fall in love with the world we are exercising self denial in our lives.

CONCLUSION – 

What do the prophecies say about the character of Jesus?

Jesus is meek.

Jesus is merciful.

Jesus exercised self denial.

Do we possess the character of Jesus in our lives as we follow his example?

