TEACHINGS OF JESUS

MATTHEW 17:5 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – There are a multitude of areas that one can study today and many seek the knowledge that can be provided by the various colleges and institutions of higher learning, but those who are often very diligent in the pursuit of this type of knowledge are often ignorant when it comes to some things Jesus teaches us thru his word today so in our lesson today we want to study about some things taught by Jesus.

SOME THINGS TAUGHT BY JESUS:
I. IMPORTANCE OF HUMILITY – 

A. LUKE 18:9-14 – Note the teaching of Jesus in this parable and the contrast between the Pharisee and Publican

B. MATT. 11:28-30 – If we are to ever come to Jesus it must be in humility ands lowliness of heart, not arrogance and pride. “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”
C. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Paul received the things he taught from the Lord and notice the strong teaching regarding humility that he set forth in his epistle to the Christians at Philippi - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
D. PROV. 16:18-19 – The wise man warns us of the dangers of pride - “Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall. Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, Than to divide the spoil with the proud.” 

E. OBADIAH 3-4 – The prophet reveals the pride of the Edomites and their haughty attitude. They did not think they could be defeated. “The pride of your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high; You who say in your heart, 'Who will bring me down to the ground?' 4 Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set your nest among the stars, From there I will bring you down," says the LORD. 
F. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – Peter who served as an apostle of the Lord Peter reminds Christians to seek to serve God with humility. “Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble."  6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time”
II. IMPORTANCE OF PURITY – 
A. MATT. 5:8 – What is the condition of my heart? “Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God”
B. MATT. 15:18-20 – We cannot fool ourselves the things in our heart will come out – the heart is the seat of all conduct -  But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. 19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. 20 These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man." 

C. PROV. 4:23 – Solomon instructs us to guard our heart – “Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.”  PROV. 23:7 – “For as he thinks in his heart, so is he…”
D. MATT. 5:21-22, 27-28 – Jesus is teaching us if we control our heart we will not speak words in anger and so we will never consider murdering our brother - You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder,' and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment. 22 But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!' shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in danger of hell fire.   

E. MATT. 5:27-28 – Jesus is teaching us if we control our heart we will never commit the act of adultery - You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.'  28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
F. PHIL. 4:8 – How do I keep my heart pure? We become pure in heart by thinking on the right things – “Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy--meditate on these thing”
III. IMPORTANCE OF FOLLOWING HIM AND HIS PLAN – 
A. 1 PET. 2:21 – We must only follow Christ - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 
B. JN. 10:27-28 – We must follow the good shepherd – “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.”
C. MARK 14:54 – On the night of Jesus betrayal Peter followed him afar off and the results were he denied him three times - But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the fire.  Too many in the church today are following Jesus but they are afar off.

D. LUKE 19:10 – Jesus came to seek and save the lost. That was his mission. He came to reveal the plan whereby we could be saved.

E. SOME THINGS MAN CANNOT DO – Man cannot devise the plan by which  we will be saved – 

1. PROV. 14:12 – “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”
2. JER. 10:23 – “O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps.”
3. ISA. 55:8-9 – “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD. 9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.”
4. 1 COR. 1:18-21 – For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent." 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.
F. SOME THINGS MAN MUST DO – Obey from a heart of faith
1. ACTS 2:36-41 – The people to whom Peter preached on Pentecost cried out what must we do. They realized there was something they needed to do to obtain the forgiveness of their sins (Since they had crucified the Christ the Son of God.)

2. HEB. 5:8-9 – “though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him”
3. ROM. 6:17-18 - But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
4. JOB 14:1-2 – Man must also realize that he is limited by time to respond to the invitation of the gospel "Man who is born of woman is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue. Today is the day of salvation!

CONCLUSION – 
Are you seeking to humbly come to Jesus?
Do you desire for your heart to be pure in the sight of God?
Are you willing to follow Jesus and his plan for redeeming man?

Are we willing to hear what Jesus teaches us and obey him?

