WHY BELIEVE IN BAPTISM
INTRODUCTION – In our previous study we examined why we believe in the bible and the gospel message. We believe it contains the good news of how we as sinners who are in need of a Savior can be saved – ROM. 1:16 – It is God’s power to salvation to everyone who believes.

In the bible we see that God unveils the mystery of how mankind will be redeemed. It contains the good news that Jesus wants everyone to hear – MARK 16:15 -  That is why he sent his apostles into all the world – “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature”
We pointed out in our previous lessons that the gospel has:

1.) Facts to believe – the message of God’s love and grace. Such as Christ was crucified for our sins, was raised from the dead, ascended back to heaven, and he will come again to judge the world.

2.) Commands to obey – not difficult works to be done to earn salvation, but simple acts of faith whereby we receive God’s grace and mercy. We must believe the gospel concerning Christ, we must repent of our sins, we must confess our faith in Christ as the Son of God (acknowledge his deity), we must be baptized into Christ for the remission of our sins and then be faithful
3.) Promises to receive – helping us deal with the problem of sin in our lives. We are promised remission of sins, gift of the Holy Spirit, and eternal life.
The purpose of our lesson today is to help us properly view the bible teachings concerning baptism.

WHY BELIEVE IN BAPTISM?

I. BAPTISM IS COMMANDED BY CHRIST – In the great commission
A. MATT. 28:18-20 – It is interesting to note that Jesus the one with all authority commanded his apostles to go to all nations and make disciples. Next he tells them how this process of being a disciple takes place – baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  The godhead is in agreement in regard to baptism taking place so one can be a disciple. Jesus says yes, but the world says, no! Who do we listen to?

B. MARK 16:15-16 – Jesus says baptism is an integral part of the gospel, it is just as important as believing – he who believes and is baptized will be saved. Question – Can we fulfill the great commission commanded by Jesus and not teach people the need to be baptized? NO!!!

C. HEB. 5:9 – We must remember that Jesus is the author of salvation only to those who obey him!

II. THOSE SENT BY CHRIST PREACHED BAPTISM – 

A. ACTS 2:36-41 – Peter preached on Pentecost and when his listeners asked what shall we do? What was his answer? Peter told them to repent and be baptized every one of you – why? That is exactly what Jesus had told his apostles to go into all the world and preach. It is the soul saving message of the gospel. What did those who gladly received his word do? 3000 were baptized into Christ that very day.

B. ACTS 8:5, 12– When Philip preached Jesus in Samaria, how did the people respond? They believed and were baptized! Why? That is what they needed to do in order to attain forgiveness of their sins. 

C. ACTS 8:35-38 - When Philip preached Jesus to the Ethiopian Eunuch what did the Eunuch understand he needed to do – He said, “see here is water what doth hinder me from being baptized?”
D. ACTS 10:47-48 – When God made it clear to Peter that he was willing to receive the Gentiles just as he had the Jews what did Peter command Cornelius and his household to do?

E. ACTS 22:10, 16 – Remember Saul had been told to go into the city of Damascus and there it would be told him what he must do –ACTS 9:6 – During this time of waiting Saul had been praying and fasting for three days yet despite faith and repentance he was still in his sins and he was commanded to be baptized to wash away his sins.
III. WONDERFUL BLESSINGS OF BAPTISM – Baptism is the avenue of  wonderful spiritual blessings available only in Christ. It is an integral part of preaching the gospel and thereby fulfilling the great commission.
A. EPH. 1:7 – Forgiveness of sins is made possible thru the blood of Christ. Without the shedding of his blood there is no forgiveness of sins. We would be eternally lost because there is no way we could earn or merit salvation by law keeping.

B. ACTS 2:38 – Such forgiveness is promised to those who repent and are baptized. Baptism is tightly connected with forgiveness of sins in the scriptures
C. ACTS 22:16 – Saul was told to arise and be baptized to wash away his sins. In some way when we submit to baptism we receive the forgiveness of sins through the blood of Jesus.

D. JN. 7:37-39 – Jesus promised the holy Spirit to those who believe

E. ACTS 2:38-39 – Peter promised to those who repent and are baptized.

F. 1 COR. 12:13 – Baptism involves the work of the Holy Spirit.. Through baptism we benefit from the Spirit’s aid in sanctification.
G. JN. 15:4-5 – Union with Christ is necessary for spiritual life. We cannot bear fruit unless we abide in Christ. Without Christ we can do nothing.

H. GAL. 3:27 – In baptism we are united with Christ we put him on in baptism.

I. ROM. 6:3-4 – We are buried with him through baptism into his death. Baptism is the means we receive Jesus thru faith.
J. ROM. 6:4-7 – Newness of life is the result of dying to sin and rising with Christ.

K. COL. 2:12-13 – In baptism we are buried and raised with Christ, then made alive together with him. We have faith in the working of God.  It is God who makes us alive and forgives us all our trespasses. Baptism is not a work of man but a work of God. 

L. 1 PET. 3:21 – Baptism saves us! Many say baptism has nothing to do with salvation but Peter says it does! It is not thru any special power in the water but rather that as we are immersed in water we are submitting to the will of God and as a result we can have a clean conscience that we have done what God has required for us to be saved.  This salvation is only possible because of the blood Jesus shed on our behalf. Baptism is the sinners appeal for forgiveness which God graciously answers!
CONCLUSION – 

Why should we believe in baptism?


It is commanded by Christ.


It was preached by his apostles. 


It is the avenue of wonderful blessings.

Have you been baptized (immersed) for the remission of your sins?

If not, then why are you waiting? ACTS 22:16
