WHY BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH?

MATTHEW 16:18

INTRODUCTION – It is not uncommon today to hear people make disparaging remarks about the church. If you asked them if they believed in Jesus they would say – yes. If you asked them if they loved the Lord they would again answer in the affirmative. These same people who say yes to Christ but no to the church which he built and purchased with his own blood. They profess to love Christ but have no use for the church. 

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand what the scriptures say about the church so let’s open our Bibles and begin our study.

WHY BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH? It is spoken of quite often in the bible. 

I. THE CHURCH IS DESCRIBED IN THE SCRIPTURES – 

A. EPH. 1:22-23 – Verse 22 – Christ is the head over all things to the church. What does the phrase “to the church” actually mean? It means that Christ exercises all his authority as the head in the interest of the church. The rule of Christ is for the benefit of the church. What does this say about the Lord’s view of the value of the church? Verse 23 – The church is his body – it is his spiritual body of which he is the head. The church constitutes his fullness – If one is to be in Christ by implication they must be in the church.
B. EPH. 3:10-11 – Verse 10 – The manifold wisdom of God is made known through the church! Verse 11 – The church is in keeping with God’s eternal purpose. In God’s overall design and scheme for redeeming man God decided the saved would be added to the church. If you want to be saved the church must be important to you!!!

C. EPH. 3:21 – Only in the church and only through Christ is glory given to God. God is certainly worthy of our glory and adoration but we must be in the church to give that glory to the God we serve. 
D. EPH. 5:25 – Jesus loves the church so much that he died to purchase it.  Something Jesus loves that much we should certainly desire to be a part of.

E. EPH. 5:26-27 – The church as viewed by Jesus from heaven does not have any spot or wrinkle but is holy and without blemish.

F. EPH. 5:29-30 – Jesus nourishes and cherishes the church even as we care for our own body. I.E. – Skinned knee Jesus has concern for his body – the church – because we are members of it.

G. ACTS 20:28 – The church was purchased with the precious blood of Christ who was offered as the Lamb of God without spot or blemish.

H. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is the family of God. Is being a part of God’s family important? Then we should discern the importance of the church by making this comparison. The church is the institution ordained by god to be the pillar and ground of the truth.

II. THE CHURCH DEFINED – 

A. Church is a combination of two words – Ek – “out of” and kaleo – “to call” – thus carrying the idea of being called out.

B. 1 PET. 2:9 – While it is true that all who are Christians have been called out, but ekklessia in its simplest form means an assembly.

C. Thayers definition – a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place, an assembly.

D. ACTS 19:39 – An assembly of people convened at the public place of the council for the purpose of deliberating.

E. ACTS 7:38 – The assembly of the Israelites

F. ACTS 19:40-41 – Any gathering or throng of men assembled by chance, tumultuously

G. Ekklessia therefore emphasizes the assembled nature of a group. I.E. – It simply refers to a gathering, an assembly of people. Church is important because assembling is important!!!

III. EXAMPLES OF HOW THE WORD EKKLESSIA (CHURCH) IS USED – By Thayer
A. 1 COR. 14:19, 35 – An assembly of Christians gathered for worship in a religious meeting.

B. 1 THESS. 1:1 – A company of Christians or of those hoping for eternal salvation through Christ.

C. 1 COR. 1:2 – Those who anywhere, in a city or in a village that constitute such a company and are united in one body for order’s sake.

D. COL. 1:18, 24 – The church is the whole body of Christians scattered through the earth.

E. HEB. 12:22-23 – The assembly of faithful Christians already dead and received into heaven.

F. Church is used in two senses in the scriptures – 

a. Church universal – The whole assembly of people who are saved both living and dead.
b. Church local - A company of saved people in a geographical area who work and worship together as a local congregation.

CONCLUSION – 

We must believe in the church because:


Christ is the head and Savior of the body – the church.

Christ loved the church and gave himself for it.

Do you believe in the church? If you say you believe in Jesus then you must!!!

How does one become a member of the church? ACTS 2:47 – We must be saved because the saved are the only ones added to the church.

Those being added were being baptized – ACTS 2:41 – Why? MARK 16:16 – You must believe and be baptized to be saved.

Have you been added by the Lord to his church?
